
Motivations 

 

Bri$sh	
  
Abolli$onists	
  

• They	
  were	
  mo$vated	
  	
  to	
  end	
  the	
  slave	
  trade	
  because	
  they	
  thought	
  it	
  was	
  cruel,	
  inhuman,	
  
immoral,	
  and	
  unchris$an.	
  

Opponents	
  to	
  
Aboli$on	
  

• They	
  wanted	
  Britain	
  to	
  con$nue	
  the	
  slave	
  trade	
  because	
  it	
  was	
  profitable	
  and	
  they	
  did	
  not	
  	
  

Chesapeake	
  
Planters	
  

• They	
  were	
  mo$vated	
  to	
  end	
  the	
  Transatlan$c	
  slave	
  trade	
  because	
  they	
  could	
  profit	
  off	
  the	
  
domes$c	
  slave	
  trade.	
  	
  They	
  had	
  a	
  surplus	
  of	
  slaves	
  and	
  cuDng	
  off	
  the	
  supply	
  from	
  overseas	
  
would	
  drive	
  up	
  the	
  prices.	
  

Deep	
  Southern	
  
Planters	
  

• They	
  generally	
  wanted	
  the	
  slave	
  trade	
  to	
  con$nue	
  because	
  they	
  needed	
  the	
  labor	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  
needs	
  of	
  the	
  growing	
  demand	
  of	
  coGon.	
  

Northeners	
  

• There	
  were	
  mixed	
  mo$va$ons.	
  	
  Some	
  northerners	
  became	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  aboli$onist	
  
movement,	
  while	
  industrialists	
  needed	
  the	
  coGon	
  from	
  slave	
  labor	
  for	
  their	
  tex$le	
  factories.	
  	
  
S$ll	
  others,	
  par$cularly	
  in	
  Rhode	
  Island,	
  had	
  made	
  lots	
  of	
  money	
  off	
  financing	
  slave	
  voyages.	
  


